GRAY.

We may conjecture that it is an early effort. Nothing
but immaturity can account for some peculiarities in it;
' vestris3 for example in the last line but one.

7.   EARLY ALCAICS OF GKAY.

0 Tecta, Mentis dulcis amor mese
Oh! summa Sancti Kelligio loci
Quas me laborantem perurit

Sacra fames, et amicus ardor?
Prseeeps volentem quo rapit impetus!
Ad limen altum tendo avidas manus
Dum lingua frustratur preeantem
Cor taciturn mihi clamat intus
Ulic loquacem composuit domum
Laresque parvos Numinis in fidem
Prsesentioris credit ales

Veris amans, vetus Hospes araa:
Beatus ales! sed magis incola
Quern vidit sedes ante [focos Dei1]
Cultu ministrantem perenni

Quique sacra" requievit umbr&
Bis terque felix qui melius Deo
Templum sub imo Pectore consecrat
Huic vivida affulget voluptas
Et liquidi sine nube Soles,
Integriori fonte fluentia
Mentem piorum gaudia recreant
Quod si datur lugere, quiddam
Dulce ferens venit ipse luctus
Virtute virtus pulchrior evenit
Nascente semper, semper amabili
JEterna crescit, seque in horas
Subjiciet per aperta cseli.

1 [An erasure here, he seems certainly to have written
'focos'.]re referre sonos
